
Source of MSW Recycling Credits in Florida 

Yard Trash 

Used or Disposed in Landfills  
Section 403.708(12)(c), F.S. 

Renewable  

Energy* 
 

Process  

Fuel 
Section 403.706

(4)(b), F.S. 

Choose One  

Option Per 

Landfill 

Option 2A 
Something other than 

generation of electricity 

(heat, fuel for vehicles, 

etc.) 

Option 2B 
Generation of elec-

tricity 

Recycling credit has 

already been deter-

mined as part of renew-

able energy credit for 

all solid waste per Sec-

tion 403.706(4)(a), F.S. 

Option 2 
Yard trash being used 

or disposed in a Class 

I landfill that is 

“beneficially using” 

landfill gas 
Option 1                  
Yard trash being used as 

cover in any landfill 

1 ton recycling credit per 

ton of yard waste used as 

cover (only for amount re-

quired for cover) 

Per Section 403.706(4)(a), F.S.: 

1 mwh = 1 ton of recycled mate-

rial 

1 mwh = 1.25 tons of recycled 

material if the county recycles 

50% by means other than renew-

able energy** 

1. Determine the fraction of MSW disposed in the landfill which was yard 

trash, after subtracting any amounts of yard trash used for landfill cover or 

other uses that have already received recycling credit. 

2. Calculate the mwh of electricity equivalent of the total landfill gas being 

beneficially used, per this equation: 1,000,000 cubic feet of landfill gas = 

150 mwh.  

3. Multiply the fraction determined in item 1 by the mwh equivalent calcu-

lated in item 2 to determine the equivalent mwh generation attributable to 

landfill gas derived from yard trash. 1 mwh equivalent = 1 ton of recycled 

material. 

1 ton recycling 

credit per ton of 

process fuel 

Yard trash, 

wood and pa-

per used for 

process fuel 

* Per Section 366.91, F.S. 

**Means other than renewable 

energy = “Traditional Recy-

cling” plus Options 1 and 2A 

of “Yard Trash Used or Dis-

posed in Landfills” plus  “Fuel 

or Fuel Substitutes.” 

Can count to-

wards no more 

than one half of 

the recycling goal 

for each county 
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Traditional  

Recycling 

Other Tradi-

tional Recycling 

If recycling credit is 

being claimed for yard 

trash used as cover, 

the landfill gas recy-

cling credit is reduced 

by the ratio of yard 

trash used as landfill 

cover (tons) divided 

by total MSW (tons) 

disposed in that land-

fill. 

1 ton recy-

cling credit 

per ton of 

MSW used 

for fuel 

Fuel or Fuel 

Substitutes 

For use other 

than generation 

of electricity 

(excluding 

yard trash, 

wood, & pa-

per) 

Electricity produced from MSW or 

landfill gas 


